Ridpath

a meeting. Personally, he was of medium stat-
ure, rather quick in action and in speech. His
scientific writings were models of accuracy and
correct terminology, but he could also write de-
lightfully in a more popular vein, and no matter
how deeply interested he might be in technical
ornithology, there was always present in him a
deep underlying love of the beauties of nature.
He married, on Oct. 12, 1875, Julia Evelyn Per-
kins of Washington. They had one child, Audu-
bon Whelock Ridgway, who died in his twen-
ty-fourth year, soon after being appointed an
assistant in ornithology in the Field Museum,
Chicago.

["Robert Ridgway: Ornithologist," Audubon Bulle-
tin, Winter, 1917-18, pub. by the Illinois Audubon
Soc.; Harry Harris, "Robert Ridgway," with bibliog.,
Condor, Jan.-Feb. 1928; Ann. Report. .. of the Smith-
sonian Inst., 1929 (1930) ; Auk, Apr. 1929; Bird Lore,
May 8, 1929; Who's Who in America^ 1928-29; N. Y.
Times, Mar. 26, 1929; personal acquaintance.]

RIDPATH, JOHN CLARK (Apr. 26, 1840-
July 31, 1900), educator, writer of popular his-
torical works, was born on a farm in Putnam
County, Ind., to which his parents, Abraham and
Sally (Matthews) Ridpath, had moved from
Virginia. In this frontier community he re-
ceived such education as was available but his
parents were of more than average culture, gave
him much instruction themselves, and encour-
aged him to seek a higher education. At nine-
teen he entered Indiana Asbury University at
Greencastle, Ind., a college founded by the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church. He was a good student
and graduated in 1863. His first employment
was as teacher, then as principal, of the academy
at Thorntown. In 1866 he was called to Law-
renceburg as superintendent of schools and served
there until 1869. He then accepted a call to
his alma mater as professor of English litera-
ture and normal instruction. Here he quickly
achieved recognition as a gifted and inspiring
teacher. In 1871 his title was changed to profes-
sor of belles-lettres and history and in 1879 he
became vice-president of the university. His in-
tellectual interests during these years turned in-
creasingly to history, and in 1882 he became pro-
fessor of history and political philosophy. He
retained this chair until his resignation from the
university in 1885. He was most influential in
persuading Washington C. De Pauw, one of the
wealthiest citizens of Indiana at that time, to
become the patron of Indiana Asbury and in
recognition of De Pauw's large bequest Ridpath
advocated and secured the change of name of
Indiana Asbury to De Pauw University in 1884.
He retired from active teaching to devote him-
self exclusively to writing and publishing. On
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Dec. 21,1862, he had married Hannah R. Smythe
of Greencastle, by whom he had five children.
He died in New York City and was buried in
Forest Hill Cemetery at Greencastle.

Ridpath was an impressive and forceful per-
sonality. Although he was successful as a teach-
er, it is as a writer of popular history that he is
best known. He was a man of great vitality and
was capable of long periods of sustained intel-
lectual labor. An omnivorous reader with an ex-
ceptional memory, he accumulated and could call
up at will an immense store of information. His
first book, History of the United States, Prepared
Especially for Schools, appeared in 1875, and
thereafter until his death he published a long
series of works. He wrote with ease in a style
that was direct and clear, and sufficiently dra-
matic to intrigue the interest of his readers. His
books sold in such numbers that he may certain-
ly be regarded as one of the most popular writers
of historical works of his time. The enormous
quantity and scope of his work, however, pre-
cluded that scrupulous regard for fact and re-
liance on authority that characterizes the more
scholarly historian. His best-known works are:
A Popular History of the United States of Amer-
ica (1876) ; Cyclopedia of Universal History (4
vols., 1880-85); and Great Races of Mankind
(4 vols., 1884-94). As editor-in-chief he pub-
lished The Ridpath Library of Universal Lit-
erature (25 vols., 1898).

[Sources include: A Biog. Hist, of Eminent and Self-
Made Men of . . . Ind. (1880), vol. I; A. L. Mason,
"John Clark Ridpath, LL.D.," in DePauw Univ. Alunt-
nalReg., x837-1900 (1900) ; Alumnal Record: DePaww
Univ. (1920); Who's Who in America, 1899-1900; N.
Y. Times, Aug. i, 1900. Information as to certain facts
was supplied by friends and associates of Ridpath.]
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RIEGER, JOHANN GEORG JOSEPH
ANTON (Apr. 23, i8ii-Aug. 20, 1869), pio-
neer Evangelical clergyman, was born in Au-
rach, Bavaria, Germany, He was left an orphan
before he reached the age of eleven, and for a
time lived with an aunt in Spinal, France. From
earliest childhood he had been destined for priest-
hood in the Catholic Church, but absorbed some
Lutheran doctrine as a boy while helping a class-
mate with his catechism lessons. An open avow-
al of his Protestant leaning brought such strenu-
ous opposition on the part of his aunt that he
fled in 1832 to Basel, Switzerland, where he
found refuge in the home of a Reformed minister
and was brought in contact with the mission
house of that place. Four years later when a
group of American Christians applied to the
Basel headquarters for German missionaries for
the West, Rieger was chosen to go. He was
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